37th Annual Conference Tentative Agenda
September 19, 2011

University of Louisiana at Lafayette 

Lafayette, Louisiana
8:00-9:00
Check In and Continental Breakfast
9:00-10:00
Welcome and Keynote Address


Welcome Greeting
Toby Osburn, LACUSPA President, Associate Vice President for Enrollment Management and Student Affairs, McNeese State University


What We Know (& Don’t Know) About Transfer Students 

Bonita Jacobs, Ph.D., President, North Georgia College & State University 

10:00-10:45 (I)
Breakout Sessions 
11:00-11:45 (II)

      Connecting the Pieces of the Puzzle:  Rejuvenating Student Housing 
Marcia Louis & Hasim Jones, graduate students in student personnel services
Northwestern State University of Louisiana (I)

Developing a Black Male Initiative Program 
Jared Avery & Johnny “Ray” James, graduate students in higher education
Louisiana State University/Black Male Leadership Initiative Fellows Program (II)
Embracing the Forgotten Class:  First-Generation College Students & 
Addressing the Challenges They Face (I)
Shanea’ Morrison, graduate student in higher education & Assistant Director of the 

Ronald E. McNair Research Scholars Program
Louisiana State University

Here’s the Plan:  Facilitating Positive Transition Outcomes through Career Planning

Caitlin Dartez, graduate student in student personnel services 

Northwestern State University of Louisiana (II)
Creating Possibilities For Adjustment Through High Impact Collaborations 
Dale O’Neill, Coordinator of Leadership Programs & 
Christy Heaton, Associate Director for Orientation and First Year Success

University of New Orleans (I)

The Hidden Voices of Community College Students at a 4-year Institution

Dr. Henrietta Williams Pichon, Assistant Professor & Coordinator of the Student Personnel Services program (II)

Northwestern State University of Louisiana

The Role of SGA in Transfer Student Success

Dr. Chris Thomas, Associate Dean of Student Services
McNeese State University (I)
Transfer Degree Guarantee:  Delivering the Promise  

Dr. F. Neil Mathews, Professor, Louisiana State University & 

Dr. Karen Denby, Associate Commissioner for Academic Affairs

Louisiana Board of Regents (II)

12:00- 1:00
Buffet Lunch and Business Meeting

Presiding:

Toby Osburn, LACUSPA President

1:15-2:00
Keynote Address
Transfer Student Services That Work


Bonita Jacobs Ph.D., President, North Georgia College & State University

2:10-3:00
Panel Discussion
Moderator:
Brad O’Hara, Ph.D., Provost and Vice President for Academic and Student Affairs, University of Louisiana System

Panelists:
F. Neil Mathews, Ph.D., Professor, Louisiana State University


Karen Denby, Ed.D., Associate Commissioner for Academic Affairs


Louisiana Board of Regents 


Bonita Jacobs Ph.D., President, North Georgia State College & University

3:10-4:00
Knowledge Community Meetings

Student Union and Student Activities 


Host:
Kedrick Nicholas, McNeese State University


Housing and Residence Life

Host:
Celena Trahan, Louisiana State University

Judicial Affairs/Student Rights and Responsibilities

Host:
Beverly Crawford, Grambling State University


Chief and Senior Student Affairs Officers

Host:
Patricia Cottonham, University of Louisiana at Lafayette


University of Louisiana System Chief Student Affairs Officers


Host:
Brad O’Hara, Ph.D., University of Louisiana System


Community Emergency Preparedness: University Partnerships with Louisiana Citizen Corps

Host:
Stuart Stewart, Ph.D., Executive Director Louisiana Campus Compact


Louisiana Higher Education Coalition to Reduce Alcohol, Tobacco, and Other Drugs 

Host:
Bret, J. Blackmon, M.A., LA Center Addressing Substance Use in Collegiate



Communities

4:15
Closing Announcements and Dismissal
Keynote Speaker

Bonita Jacobs, Ph.D.

Dr. Bonita Jacobs, executive director of the National Institute for the Study of Transfer Students at the University of North Texas since 2009, was named president of North Georgia College & State University by the University System of Georgia (USG) Board of Regents effective July 1, 2011. Jacobs is the first woman to serve as president at North Georgia.


In addition to her role with the National Institute for the Study of Transfer Students, Jacobs held a faculty appointment as a tenured professor in counseling and higher education. From 1998 to 2009, she served as vice president for student development at the University of North Texas, which is located in Denton, Texas, and is the state’s fourth-largest institution. 

Jacobs sat as an executive board member on the Commission on International Programs for the Association of Public and Land-grant Universities. She previously served as interim vice chancellor for student development and dean of students at Western Carolina University and in numerous positions at Stephen F. Austin State University in Texas. Jacobs is the former editor of The Journal of College Orientation and Transition and has served on three other editorial boards. Her publications include The College Transfer Student in America: The Forgotten Student and Starting From Scratch, a first-year experience textbook, and numerous chapters, journal articles and reviews. She has received more than $3 million in grant funding to support her work and is a frequent keynote speaker and consultant on transfer student issues. 

She has received numerous awards and citations, including the Ted K. Miller Achievement of Excellence in Assessment from the Council for the Advancement of Standards, the John Jones Award from the National Association of Student Personnel Administrators (NASPA), and a NASPA "Best Practice Award" in 2010 for her study abroad work in Chile. The American College Personnel Association (ACPA) selected her as a "Diamond Honoree" recipient for 2010-2011. 

Jacobs earned both a bachelor’s degree in Spanish and history and a master’s degree in counseling from Stephen F. Austin State University. She earned her doctorate in educational administration from Texas A&M University.
